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A History of VALBEC:
from mud-map to mainstream

0
bng the cutahipts abone Brishas
aunt andd ey danghter tokd me. a
cat i the late aftrrnoen 10 e (e
b tv-armed gie the warmth
a Lhne rabed e
pev priedied o thee b
ot faced s % penerss ol
g s throngh the solemie declar
M stately. wood panelied pasags,

e ther Light om a thow
v 1o that ey spaie
e i treve 1,

Pamramse
e & shonied 1
Jeic. the: ol

et
6 bt b e ot o8 Trnas |t

e e AL Al

ey
ey e

MOENTIAL A
e

TV e oW W

ARV 2 News S
'
BI0MEV T
ATV
GTV.e rre
T 00—ARY-Z News TS ma
TAS—ABYV-2 Todey s Saen |
TIS—ABV 2 Waathee 4 o
TIO—ATV.O Fam The A
ri—y




Fine Print mud-maps

FINE PRINT, NOVEMBER
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Reading the Fine Print: A Short
Istory of VALBEC

Introduction
The bootstraps era (1978-93)

\oices and versions of the literacy
story (1993-2007)

Poets’ Corner
A hundred flowers blooming

Professional identity




. The \Xéy Out

A pilot project in Adult Literacy




Victorian Adult Literacy News
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The Bootstraps era (197/8-93)




O August 19/8
Inaugural VALC meeting

+Are students involved in decision
making about their learning program?

+Are volunteer tutors treated as
second class professionals?

.Have we been naive In expecting the
media to look for stories other than
those which bash teachers and
equate tragedy with illiteracy?

.Has enoug)h evaluation and research
been done™
Daryl Evans
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First Fine Print
Februaryl1979




Fine Print logo 1979
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Do-it-yourself
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READING METHODS THAT NEVER FAIL,.7 TRY FICTION

Not fam Osmiond lecturing at vALC Workshop.




Era of the volunteer
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Book Making - ACAL 1978




Bookmaking workshop - ACAL
1978




Fine Print 1981

Book Making

When  my Washing Machine Broke Down
Divora " Problems

A Freezing Day .

Argum&v\g with Hhe Neghbovrs
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TAFE Publications
Fine Print 1988
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Set 6 books $15.95

e Billy Nose-Bag e Brisbane 1942
ISBN 0 7306 0077 7 (SET)

e Cyclone 1927 e Baked Dinner
e Factory Women e A Bush Childhood



friend Sophie

Northcote Adulyand Bas?g%%ucatlon Literacy Program

MY FRIEND SOPIIE
(Ne. 2)

Arthur Is our friesd,  He is slso a neighbour
He todd us he was going to Greece for & holiday,

Published by fhe Mmoo Lisewy Adu Lineracy snd lask
L

Ehaemutnme by [hoemena 3 Cunbent
Coppright © 10 Norwose Litwary

Arthur's face became red

He told Sophie oo Soplse saw It was # good
opportunity for her She wanted 10 send a
present to her parents
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| ~Student voice —
Jim Asimakopolous ACAL 1984




Education Age — 30 October 2006

The joys of just bemg J|m

Jim Asimakopoulos sees cerebral
palsy asa gift. By Chee Chee Leung.
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Judith Goyen
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Spreading the word 1979
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Fine Print 1985
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Research
Literacy Matters Conference 1987

Literacy Matters.

“The only
way to go back to
study was through
a literacy program
and this gave me

an opening to
a different society;
a different way

of life”




VALBEC'’s lobbying- the case for 1%

“The

Bringing

HERE'S a bumper sticker

put out by the Victorian
Teachers’ Union which says:
“If you can read this, thank a
primary teacher.”

But what If, like 180,000 adults
In Victorla, you cannot read such
messages? Who then can you
blame — or, more importantly,
who can you go to for help?

“It’s like being a foreigner in
your own country,” says Joan, an
illiterate 40-year-old. A fellow-

d Harry, a shopkeeper, who
for 30 years has kept secret from
his wife and employees the fact
that he cannot read and write,
says: “Being illiterate Is like
walking through a minefield.”

Joan and Harry, and 2500 other
Victorians, are learning the basic
skills of literacy the rest of us
were taught In primary school.
But they represent less than 2 per
cent of Victoria's illiterates —
products of the blackboard fumble
and migrants who were never

given the ch to b
drop-outs, even in their own lan-
guage.

Altogether, two-thirds of Aus-
tralia’s one million functional
illiterates owe their disability to
disrupted or missed ing,
illness or emotional dlsturbances
at crucial learning stages, to peri-
patetic parents, to poorly equipped
classrooms, large classes, or a

Sepkewtoc r \q& >

the illiterates into our world

By GEOFF MASLEN, education editor

rather than asking insecure adults
to enter inhibiting college bulld-
ings where childhood associations

Victorian Adult

From the
Literacy Council's camp

painfully recur.

To an extent that Is already
occurring. Most of the 2000 or
so adult students are taught on
a one-to-one basis and usually
only after a literacy co-ordinator
has tried to match teacher with
learner according to their sex, or
age, or interests,

An ex-navy admiral, for In-
stance, is tutoring a 54-year-old
neighbor — a man who has
never read a word In his life —
by taking him shopping, spelling
out the signs and notices, and
“showing him the real world”.

Most tutors, however, are
women — more than 90 per cent
— and Ms Gribble hopes that
with more money to employ co-

sorry record in helping adults
read and write. There are, for
instance, only four full-time staff
co-ordinating adult literacy pro-
grammes across the State. There
are 13 teachers in TAFE colleges
who give part of their time to
adult literacy®courses. There are
three librarians in public libraries
involved.

But there are, fortunately, an
army of volunteers who are re-
sponding to the need: more than
2000 tutors and 40 voluntary
organisers.

According to Ms Helen Grib-
ble, president of the Adult Liter-
acy Council, an extra $1 million
a year would enable an adult
literacy officer to be appointed to

leajlet.

panding numbers. Now there Is
pressure to help the six in every
100 adults for whom the signpost
and the signature, the menu and
the written message are Incom-
prehensible.

As part of World Literacy Day
today, the Victorian Adult Lite-
racy Council is presenting The
Case for 1 Per Cent: a campaign
to have 1 per cent of the Tech-
nical and Further Education

% erally deprived )
he rest imported their literacy
probiems with them from peasant
backgrounds in Europe and Asla.

The illiterate, like the poor,
have always been with us — al-
though to a much lesser extent
today than ever bhefore. But their
needs tend to have been over-
looked as schools in the 1960s
and 1970s coped with ever-ex-

budget spent on ing with adult
illiteracy. That sum amounts to
about SL.5 million, or more than
S$1 million above that being spent
on literacy programmes in Vie-
toria now.

For despite the magnitude of
the problem, and the human
misery and loss of potential that
illiteracy Implies, Victoria has a

each TAFE region; the employ- 1 b
or s the of men
ik men(“of a :\m:l::r of part-tlme [, iearing as tutors will in-
L crease.

ot a central resource and infor-
mation office; funds for training
tutors; development of appropri-
ate Australlan reading and teach-
ing material; provision for more
full-time and half-time opportu-
nities for study for Iilliterate
adults; and some money for re-
search into “this little-known
field”.

With this sort of extra fund-
ing, Ms Gribble estimates that
times as many students — 4]
is 15,000 adults — could be tu-¥
tored with perhaps 10,000 volun-

Generally, a tutor Is expected
to devote at least 12 months to
the job, while students are told
that they should plan on two years
of study — usually once a week
for two hours, with plenty of
homework in between.

There are many adults, Ms
Gribble says, who would like to
study full-time or part-time but
there are no colleges which offer
programmes for illiterates on
'such a basis. The Councli of
Adult Education, where she is

teers mobilised to teach them. adult literacy co-ordinator, Is
At the same time, Ms Gribble anxious to help but Victoria
is cautious about “institutionalis- needs a rational, co-ordinated,

co-operative scheme. The Case
For 1 Per Cent has yet to be
accepted by the politicians and
TAFE educators, but Ms Gribble
believes that is only a matter of
time.

ing” adult literacy programmes.
Many of those who have not
learnt to read and write associate
institutes of learning with failure,
she says. The idea is to set up
informal learning centres —
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The formation of the bureaucracy
‘Rialto Towers




ACFE Regions 1986

Notes from Workers in the field.

Regional

Round-Up!

Victorian Adult Literacy Council




VALBEC’s move to Ross House




Ross House
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The role of Fine Print
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Fine Print Autumn 1994

TALKING TURKEY OR SITTING DUCKS?




PRINT

SJinc

BRINGING THE GENERAL

CURRICULUM OPTIONS TO LIFE




Fine Print covers
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Becoming mainstream

A JousmaL oOr Aputt ENGLISH  LANGUAGE AND LITERACY EDUCATION

This issue: The Place of the ‘Basic’ in ALBE
What is o basic educotion?

Batic Instincts: Some thoughts on reconceptualising the ‘bosic’ in
complex times

Making connections - listening to the voices of odult
numerocy students




Voices and versions of the
literacy story

ine
PRINT

THe State oF PepAGOGY OR
PepaGcoGY OF THE Stare ?

The forces shaping ALBE in the '90s

The 1993 VALBEC Conference in focus

Mary Kalanteis - The State of Podagogy

Delia Bradshaw - Slgos of the Thnes

* Mapping ALINE Talk : Reflections on the VALREC Conference

T Fomdnist Bescarch in the ALBE classroom

" Oracy and the Parsiie of Mesning

* The Discourse of Handbags 0 photo essay

“New Seepe o the Ballroom of Genre @ 1993 Sydaoey LILRN Conferenoe
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Where flows the stream?







