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A History of VALBEC:
from mud-map to mainstream



Fine Print mud-maps



Reading the Fine Print: A Short
History of VALBEC

Introduction

The bootstraps era (1978-93)

Voices and versions of the literacy
story (1993-2007)

Poets’ Corner

A hundred flowers blooming

Professional identity



1974



Victorian Adult Literacy News
1978







The Bootstraps era (1978-93)



9 August 1978
Inaugural VALC meeting

Are students involved in decision
making about their learning program?

Are volunteer tutors treated as
second class professionals?

Have we been naïve in expecting the
media to look for stories other than
those which bash teachers and
equate tragedy with illiteracy?

Has enough evaluation and research
been done? 

Daryl Evans



What’s in a name?



First Fine Print
February1979



Fine Print logo 1979



Do-it-yourself







Era of the volunteer

Kath White – ACAL 1978



Dear Tutor



Siggy’s letter



Victorian Adult Literacy News 1978



Book Making - ACAL 1978



Bookmaking workshop - ACAL
1978



Fine Print 1981



TAFE Publications
Fine Print 1988



My friend Sophie
Northcote Adult and Basic Education Literacy Program

1990



Student voice –
Jim Asimakopolous ACAL 1984



Education Age – 30 October 2006



1978



Fine Print 1982



Spreading the word 1979





Fine Print 1985



Research
Literacy Matters Conference 1987



VALBEC’s lobbying- the case for 1%

The Age 8 September
1982



 The formation of the bureaucracy
Rialto Towers



ACFE Regions 1986



VALBEC’s move to Ross House



Ross House



HEATHER HAUGHTON 1984



The role of Fine Print



Fine Print Autumn 1994





   Fine Print covers



Becoming mainstream



Voices and versions of the
literacy story



Where flows the stream?




